A Shared Future- Or what?

In March 2005, Peter Hain, then Secretary of State for the six counties, launched the direct rule governments’ vision of, ‘A Shared Future for Northern Ireland. The document spoke of a peaceful, inclusive, prosperous, stable and fair society. Reconciliation, tolerance, mutual trust and the vindication of human rights for all were to be the central themes of this initial three year plan. However, after more than two years talking, plus the formation of a new power-sharing executive, nothing has changed for people in areas such as our own. Whiterock and Upper Springfield still top the list in terms of ‘regions of deprivation’, even though its now five years since the ‘noble indicators’ first appeared.

      In the face of this reality, however, our community in the Upper Springfield continues to show great resilience, organisational initiative and ability in spite of this. More recent set-backs which have disrupted that previous harmony are being challenged through ‘the intervention’ programme initiated and carried out by young people from our area. Various statutory agencies with responsibility for children and young people as well as BRO have also played an important role.

    For all of these reasons, particularly the importance of areas such as our own, insisting that our community are part of any ‘Shared future’ which is government policy is paramount. 

   There can be no shared future unless communities from all areas of highest disadvantaged and need particularly our young people are socially excluded. Social inclusion must not only be enforced through section 75 of the ‘Northern Ireland Act’ (which is law) but also be seen as an essential an important part of the proposed Bill of rights under social, economic and cultural rights. Therefore, we must continue to organise and educate ourselves on these issues in order to ensure that both we and our children recognise the importance of our basic human right to be included in any shared future.
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