C & V AGM 26/03/09          Pádraic Mc Cotter
As the outgoing International Officer I gave a presentation on the campaigns which we have been supporting and organising since March ’08. 

Because of the ongoing conflict in the Middle East our main focus has been on Palestine and especially the plight of the people of Gaza. Trade unionists throughout the world organised protests and here in Belfast we, along with our comrades in other branches, produced banners which were prominent at protest rallies. These were amongst the biggest marches seen in the city and it is evidence of the anger which many felt towards the Israeli government. We will continue to organise and support future rallies.
Trade unionists have been going to Cuba for years to show solidarity with the Cuban people who have been enduring years of economic blockades and this too has been highlighted.
At this years’ AGM we invited Francesco Merlo from the ‘Hands off Venezuela’ campaign to speak. He gave a very good presentation in which he talked about the revolution led by Hugo Chavez, and the positive impact it is making on peoples’ lives throughout the country. Because of the natural resources such as oil and gas the Venezuelans are concerned their country could be attacked either by the US or CIA inspired counter revolutionaries. Francesco referred to the fact that Chavez is introducing popular reforms such as education and health which previous regimes ignored. In the past this led to high infant mortality rates and widespread illiteracy. I intend to keep in touch with Francesco so that I in turn can keep our members updated on events in Venezuela and neighbouring countries. 
It’s my opinion that we as trade unionists continue to highlight injustices wherever they may occur. This can be done by writing to newspapers, but especially using the website where there is a member’s forum. Although the forum may not be used by many this should change once more are made aware of it perhaps through the magazine. 
Since being re-elected international officer at the AGM I will continue to submit articles to the forum as well as organising and supporting debates and lectures, whether arranged by this branch or others. 
Recently a group calling itself ‘Friends of Israel’ held a meeting in Stormont and one of those present was a member of Unison called Terry McCorran who was described as a ‘Protestant trade unionist’. He was said to be one of the organisers of the event. Unison has publicly stated its support for the Palestinians and with this being the case McCorran should be asked who he was representing at the above meeting.   

