PARTICIPATION AND THE PRACTICE OF RIGHTS PROJECT

Right to Housing - Campaign Support Group
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1.1 E-group

Following the first CSG meeting on the 22nd August, it was the intention to establish an e-group from a web-based host, however it seems that most require all members of the group to register and sign up to an existing account with the particular host (yahoo, google, etc). It seems that our website (www.pprproject.org) will have a ‘members access’ which, when developed, will enable us to swap info/documents, etc. but until that is active I thought we will use a normal email list. 

If you want to reply to anything, make any comments/suggestions, send any documents, etc. Just hit ‘reply all’ and your message will be sent to everyone on the list. If you know of any other individuals and groups who would wish to join the CSG or receive updates, please ask them to contact dessie@pprproject.org 

1.2 Update on Human Rights Indicators Measurement

The Seven Towers residents completed the measurement of the ‘Pigeon Waste’ Indicator on 29th August. The benchmark set by the residents was that 100% of partitions would be cleaned every month, and would subsequently be monitored by the residents. To document the monitoring process the residents used report sheets (example attached) and digital cameras. The results were as follows: 

47% of partitions not clean 

53% of partitions clean 

The failure of the NIHE to meet the initial benchmark established by the residents, particularly in the wake of the Minister’s visit, was of serious concern to the residents. The Seven Towers Monitoring Group drew up a report and submitted it to the DSD, NIHE and the International Panel (attached) on this lack of progress. 

1.3 International Panel’s Findings from the ‘Evidence Hearing on the Right to Housing’

On 11th September 2007 Leticia Osorio (Centre on Housing Rights and Evictions – Brazil), panel member, launched the official Findings of the International Panel. 

The findings are separated into the following sections:  1. Government and Agencies as ‘Duty Bearers’; 2. Priority to Groups Living in Unfavourable Conditions; 3. Resources; 4. Participation; 5. Retrogression; 6. Identify Institutional Changes Required; 7. Accountability – The Complaints System. Along with the Findings, the PPR Project launched a report from the Evidence Hearing, a resource DVD, and the first report of the Seven Towers Monitoring Group (all of which will be available at the next CSG meeting, or alternatively you can request copies from the PPR Project). The event received wide media coverage and was attended by over 60 individuals representing the housing, community, voluntary, human rights and statutory sectors.

1.4 Progress in September 2007

Following the launch of the first report from the Seven Towers Monitoring Group the Northern Ireland Housing Executive responded (13th September 2007) with a report on specific actions which they have taken, and intend to take, in order to work on the human rights indicators and fulfil the benchmarks developed by the residents. In addition, the pigeon waste is currently being thoroughly cleaned throughout the Towers. The NIHE has offered to meet with the Seven Towers Monitoring Group “at whatever frequency is deemed suitable” in order to discuss planned activity and monitor progress.

While there is much work still to be done in order to progress the human rights indicators established by the residents, in particular the participation of residents in the decision making processes which affect their housing rights, the engagement of the NIHE and DSD with the residents in a process which has at its core the human rights concerns of the Seven Towers residents is rightly seen as a positive step forward.

Of concern, however, is the recent statement on 11th September by the NIHE that they intend on carrying out ‘external maintenance’ work on the Seven Towers costing £900,000 (over 5/6 years). The local residents’ group had been informed before the summer of 2007 by the NIHE of a “multi-million” project designed to deal with the dampness, sewage and other array of problems in the Towers – many of which require work in excess of normal ‘external maintenance’ work. The residents, with their representatives, will be seeking a comprehensive breakdown of work planned and developing a strategy to ensure that residents’ issues are addressed in any proposed works.    

1.5 Next Meeting of Campaign Support Group

The next meeting of the CSG is scheduled for Wednesday 10th October, 1pm-2.30pm in UNISON (lunch provided). By this stage residents should have developed a more comprehensive strategy (which can be emailed to you in advance). The timing will also be opportune as a quarterly report, which will look specifically at the number of families still being housed in the Towers, is due to be released by the Seven Towers Monitoring Group in October. If you can attend, please email confirmation to dessie@pprproject.org
PAGE  
1

